
CURRICULUM GUIDELINES - overview of impact

The Art and Design curriculum as outlined in this downloadable resource is linked to a series of 
developmental activities and experiences which will involve pupils in investigating materials and media; 
expressing feelings, ideas and solutions; and understanding, appreciating and sharing in the work of 
others. The main context for this learning tool is pupilsô ownership of the regionôs permanent and temporary 
collections and the living artists who are based in the region who continue to contribute to this rich cultural 
resource. 

Overarching themes:
B To consider, select and organise materials and media and develop knowledge of techniques, 

processes and skills, in a learning environment which stimulates awareness and imagination.
B To express feelings, imagination and memory to develop and communicate thoughts, ideas and 

solutions.
B To enjoy and appreciate their own art and that of others, and to become aware of the inþuence of 

time, culture and context of the arts in todayôs society.

Expressive Arts ï Art and Design 5-14 

Attainment Outcomes Strands Suggested Resources

Using materials techniques,
Skills and media

investigating & visually 
recording
Using visual elements

Workshop sheets
Discussing the individual 
works and the collection of 
artists by Styles & óSchools
Also see notes below

Expressing feelings, ideas, 
thoughts and solutions

creating, designing 
communicating

Workshop sheets
Also see notes below

Evaluating and appreciating observing, reþecting, 
describing and responding

Workshop sheets
Discussion 
Also see notes below

Attainment levels have not been indicated as teachers will wish to establish this appropriate to the stage of 
their class.
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Notes: Strands Using materials techniques, Skills & media Investigating & visually recording

Programmes of Study in relation to this resource: Suggested Links 
Pupils should continue direct observation in varied contexts and situations and develop more conýdence 
in recording visual information, e.g. site visits, in galleries, museums, heritage centres, at home, in the 
classroom. Use the online resource as an introduction to the collection building a familiarity before site 
visits.

At this stage, pupils should identify and represent in appropriate media the subjects they choose to record, 
e.g. textures on natural forms (Still Life), linear features of mechanical forms (Painting Styles & Schools), 
colour in landscape (landscapes & Environment).

In order to enhance their ability to identify and use the most appropriate media for expressive or design 
purposes, pupils should experiment with familiar and new two and three dimensional media in context. In 
order to examine the collection in this context look particularly at the work of Joan Eardley, and speciýc 
works such as óThe Stubble Fieldô, óSquinty Eyed Girlô and óBrian and Pat Samsonô. 

Opportunities should be provided for pupils to learn about visual investigation and recording methods and 
processes. In order to examine the collection in this context start in Painting Style and óSchoolsô.

Notes: Strands ï Using visual elements 

Programmes of study in relation to this resource: Suggested Links
Planning and resourcing of programmes should enable pupils to extend their knowledge of the scope of 
relationships between the visual elements. 

More complex ideas and greater independence in understanding can be developed from clear deýnitions 
and the use of vocabulary, e.g. a basic tonal range of light, medium and dark can be extended to up to ten 
different variations of tone.  Practice in using these scales can increase conýdence and understanding, 
e.g. expression of mood and atmosphere in media processes such as photography, drawing and 
painting. In order to examine the collection in this context look particularly at the work of Sir David Young 
Cameron, Glasgow Boy; James Macaulay, Nithsdale Landscape; Chris Fergusson, The Old Mill, Arthur 
Melville, Gorges de Passages and Charles Oppenheimer, Melrose Abbey and Ponte Vechio. Similarly, 
understanding elements such as colour or tone can be supported through observing their use by artists and 
designers in industry. Pupilsô understanding of basic elements such as colour terms, e.g. harmony, contrast, 
neutral, hue, primary, secondary, etc. can be reinforced by regular use in many practical written and 
discussion activities. As above including Cyril Wilson, Oranges and Lemons and Alan Davie, Magic Pictures 
1&2 for a focus on primary/secondary colour work.



Notes: Strands ï Expressing feelings, ideas, thoughts and solutions Creating and Designing 

Programmes of study in relation to this resource: Suggested Links
Pupils should be encouraged to select for themselves subject matter, topics, objects and events which 
stimulate expressive reaction and develop their sense of fantasy and imagination. Use the Painting Style 
and óSchoolsô and the artists own biographies as the focal point. 

Notes: Strands ï Evaluating and Appreciating -   observing, reþecting, describing and responding

Programmes of study in relation to this resource: Suggested Links
Pupils should increase their understanding and appreciation of the technical processes of the past, of other 
cultures, and of those required for the future. This can be supported by research, viewing electronic and 
printed media, practical experiments and demonstration. The increasing use of art and design terminology 
in discussion of practical work should allow expression of deeper understanding of the works of others. 
Pupils should be encouraged to select, reþect on and evaluate this material, and to make use of it in 
developing their own work Use the Painting Style and óSchoolsô and external web links on this and CREATE 
site.

Expressive Arts - Drama 5-14

Overarching themes: Express feelings, thoughts, ideas and solutions through creating and designing and 
developing their ability in communicating and presenting these skills.

Notes: Strands ï Using materials, techniques , skills and media -  Investigating and Experimenting

Programmes of study in relation to this resource: Suggested Links
At all Levels A-F pupils should enjoy opportunities to improvise and experiment with all the media of drama 
ï movement, speech, space, physical objects and sound ï within a secure drama environment; sometimes 
devising their own contexts and situations and sometimes starting with those provided by the teacher or 
others. Pupils should be encouraged to engage imaginatively in increasingly complex drama situations 
and through interaction with others to develop knowledge and understanding of themselves, others and 
the world around them. Every painting and artist provide a rich resource for character development - More 
challenging and complex situations should be presented to pupils for investigation and experimentation. 
Teachers may wish to use the collection in order to develop speciýc skills. At this stage, pupils should be 
encouraged to experiment with movement and language appropriate to develop the character they are 
portraying. 
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English Language 5-14

Overarching themes: Communicating: for example, receiving and expressing ideas and information; 
playing; reformulating ideas and information; arguing; persuading; debating; performing in speech and 
writing; reporting. Thinking: for example, speculating; hypothesizing; discovering; reþecting; generalizing; 
synthesizing; classifying; evaluating. Feeling: for example, describing, reþecting on and considering their 
own feelings and those of others; dealing with emotional complexities; coping with conþicts between values 
and feelings; achieving resolutions. Making: for example, stories, poems, letters, reports and scripts, 
graphics, sound and video recordings.

The activities will provide experiences for developing pupilsô capacities to communicate, think, feel, 
give opinions and talk about the objects. Working in a group, listening for information, instructions and 
directions. Learning to read for information and enjoyment, relating the text to the collections thereby 
making them aware of the importance of reading and language. Develop skills in imaginative writing, 
handwriting, presentation and spelling.

Notes: Strands ï  Listening-Watching / Talking / Reading / Writing 
Programmes of study in relation to this resource: Suggested Links - The pack offers ideas for a wide range 
of taks which can be adapted to suit different needs.  You can use these activity/task sheets alongside 
the website in the classroom or following/during a Gallery visit. Listening/watching for information. Talking 
ï discussing the paintings in-group contexts ï Expressing experiences, feelings & opinions. Talking 
about texts. Reading/Writing ï reading for information. Texts relating to Enjoyment, Collection and artist 
information.

 COMMON TEXT  VARIETY OF TEXTS

 COMMON 
 TASK

Both text and task are chosen so 
that all pupils, no matter what their 
ability, will be capable of dealing 
with them. 

The task is the same but is related 
to texts of differing degrees of 
difýculty appropriate to the needs 
of different pupils.

 VARIETY 
 OF 
 TASKS

Pupils or groups of pupils using the 
same text are involved in different 
tasks appropriate to their levels of 
ability.

Pupils or groups of pupils are given 
different texts and different tasks 
appropriate to their Level of ability.

 
 
Environmental Studies

Overarching theme: Gain understanding of social issues, traditions and cultures by developing an 
understanding of the nature of historical evidence by using a range of types of evidence to develop 
knowledge of the past.  Consider the meaning of heritage and the inþuence of the past upon the present.
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