
3. DRAMA and CREATIVE WRITING

 Activity Focus

Drama and Creative Writing

 Structure

2 x 50 minute workshops - P7 focus

This Drama workshop is combined with a Creative Writing workshop in response to the work of the painter 
Joan Eardley. The stimulus for both workshops is the selected works from the permanent collection. The 
þgure paintings in oil and gouache are used loosely as a stimulus for the Drama activities in the workshop.

 5-14 Strands

Investigating and Experimenting
Creating and Designing
Communication and Presenting

 Resources

Drama studio/hall
6 small rostra
Selection of children playground toys
Selection of accessories

 Evaluation

Verbal evaluation by children
Photographic and video
Written evaluation by children

 Legacy

Evaluation items
Lesson Plan
Lesson resources
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 Lesson Focus: Strategies/techniques and learning outcomes

Suspension of disbelief
Creating tableaux
Creating frozen pictures
Controlled movement ð big and small
Imaginative use of stimuli ð titles, props, ideas, opening lines
Devising street games
Planning and shaping a short drama
Working together skills
Creating skills
Visualisation work
Presenting skills

 Activity 1: Changing Names

Pupils should be asked to sit on the ÿoor between the rostra. They are asked to tell the teacher what they 
know about Joan Eardley. Through discussion you would establish for instance the following information:
The þgurative paintings were mostly painted in Glasgow
The children probably lived in tenement ÿats ð discussion of the ôhomeõ
These children were probably poor

Look at the titles of þgurative paintings and discuss the fact that the titles were often the childrenõs names. 
At this point you should ask the pupils to identify what their new Scottish name would be. These names could 
then be written on stickers for the pupils to wear. Make a rule that they can only call each other by these 
names for the length of the workshop.

When they have had their names, the pupils should be given a space to sit on ð creating small working 
groups.

 Activity 2: Making a Picture

Read out the titles of some of the pictures and allocate a title to each group. Give each group a minute to 
discuss what is suggested by the title and how they would make this picture. 

The focus for making the picture could be:
Facial expression 
Body Language

Pupils could then be asked to blow the pictures up ð this is make them even more exaggerated and 
expressive. Then revisit these frozen pictures and comment on them. This would become Picture One. You 
could relax and re-create this picture several times really quickly.
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 Activity 3: Grafþtti Time

Discuss the fact that some of Joan Eardleys pictures had what looked like grafþti in them. In the groups give 
pupils a minute to individually think of what some of the children from Joanõs paintings may have written on 
the wall.

Pupils should then be asked to imagine that there is a wall in front of them and they have had to focus on 
visualising it. At a given moment they have to write their message on the wall in front of them using really big 
hand/arm/body movements. 

Pupils should be asked to stand back and look at what they have written  - to imagine, visualise and project 
what they have written on the wall in front of them in a loud voice ð one after the other. 

After this, the pupils should be asked to write something else on the wall but this time it is to be something 
private and small ð something they may not want to own up to writing. At a given moment they have 
to write their message on the wall in front of them ð this time using really small writing, with a narrow 
concentrated focus on a small area of the wall. 

The pupils should then choose one of the grafþti exercises and freeze it to become Picture Two. Practise this 
and picture 1 several times really quickly.

 Activity 4: Street Games

Discuss as a class the kinds of things that young people do for entertainment on the streets. Make a list and 
put onto the classroom board. Give out props to each group from a selection of hats, gloves, scarves, toys 
etc. Each group should discuss and agree on one each. Once they agree they could then take it.

Give each group three minutes to invent a street game that uses nothing except what they might þnd on 
the street and or the props that they have been given. When they are ready, set up the game and play in 
pairs or groups. Encourage dialogue if required.

When this task is completed, each group should show the rest of the class their game and explain what they 
are using to make it work.

They can then put all the scenes together to create Playing in the street. At a certain moment, ask the 
pupils to freeze their picture ð this will become Picture Three. Rehearse very quickly their three pictures 
several times.

 Activity 5: The Opening Line 

Pupils can create a drama using an opening line of dialogue. Discuss what an opening line is and hand out 
an opening line to each pair. Their task is now to do the following:

Decide on what their drama is going to be about ð it is to be no longer that three minutes long.
Plan their drama in terms of the beginning, the middle and the end to give their drama a shape. 
Identify who is going to deliver the opening line
Create a starting picture for the drama ð the pupils could use some of the frozen pictures already created if 
they wish.
Use some or all of their props/accessories

EXPLOREart.co.uk
PrimaryEXPLOREart



Give the groups 5 minutes to follow through the above tasks
Give the pupils an opportunity to rehearse the work until they are happy to present to the rest of the class
Run through the frozen start and frozen þnishing positions with pupils
Pupils should then be asked to identify the KEY moment from their drama in negotiation with each other and 
to create a lively frozen picture of this moment.

 Activity 6: Coming to Life

In negotiation with pupils decide a running order
Brieÿy discuss the presentation format  - loud voices, lots of talking, facing the audience, etc
Ask pupils to consider a title for their drama and to introduce it at the start
Pupils should then present their work
Brieÿy discuss the drama ð what were the strong points of the work, what they liked.

 Activity 7: The Wrap

Ask the pupils to come and sit togther and discuss the work.
Through question and answer, a list of activities should be made
With each activity, pupils should be encouraged to identify why they think that particular activity was 
included ð why it is important.
Pupils are asked to list those skills they think they needed to make the drama work. These skills are divided 
into two groups ð Creating and Presenting 

 Workshop Stimulus

Joan Eardley Workshop
Titles Stimulus

The Khaki Shirt
Little Girl with a Squint
Jeannie 1
Jeanne 2
Brian and Pat Samson
Pavement Artists
Pat and Anne Samson
The cup and the stove
Girl and Boy with message bag
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