
1. EYES WIDE OPEN question bank

 Question Bank

The Eyes Wide Open Question Bank can be used to introduce and guide pupils through the collection for 
all stages in primary school.  It is designed to ask questions that will encourage them to look more closely 
at, and record information and learn lots of new vocabulary. Use this worksheet in conjunction with the 
artistsõ biographies as a basis for classroom activity. Other subjects such as literature, geography, history, 
mathematics or environmental studies can be developed from core data gathered at this stage.

EYES WIDE OPEN is about questioning what and why we see things they way we do.
We can explore paintings under the following Activity Headings: 

Activity: Select one painting as a class project then let pupils select individual ones.

 Introduction

What does the painting show ð what is the subject? What is happening?

Where has it been painted ð how do you know? Studio / on-site / sketchbook?

How big is the painting ð how do you know?

What is the painting called ð Does it have a ôtitleõ?  Does the title help us look at the painting? 
Does it change the way we look at the painting?
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Is it a realistic painting ð colours and form ? Have any parts been exaggerated?

Who painted the picture ð how can you þnd out this information? 

What do you know about the artist?

When did they paint the picture ð how can you þnd out this information?

 Personal Responses - Me and My Family ð Our local Area

What is your þrst reaction to the painting ð likes ð dislikes ð why does it make you feel like that? 
Does the colour, texture or theme affect your reaction to the work?
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What does this remind you of ? Something you have done or would like to do?

Does this remind you of someone in your family, your mother/father or grandparents?

Does this remind you of someone in your village or street or from a book or TV?

Does anything in the picture relate to your family history, your grandfather, father or your own life? 

 Context A local study  - Our community

Does this remind you of someone in your school/street or a place in a your village/town?
Why does it make you think of them?
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Why does it make you think of this place?

Is the painting of a regional location? ð how does this image compare to the current day to when it was 
painted? ð what things would you expect to see if you were doing the same painting today?

 Colour and Composition

What colours are used in the painting? Why have those colours been used?

How do colours make you feel?

EXPLOREart.co.uk
PrimaryEXPLOREart




